
Washington State Department of Early Learning 
Review Plan for DEL Child Care Provider Rules (per RCW 43.215.502 and E2SSB 5828) 
 
The Department of Early Learning (DEL) is reviewing its child care provider rules pursuant to section 7 of Chapter 394, Laws of 2007 (E2SSB 5828) codified as RCW 
43.215.502.  Reviews will be done in conjunction with providers and early learning leaders, emphasizing the need for mutual respect among parents, providers and DEL 
staff.  Revised rules must clearly focus on keeping children safe and on improving early learning outcomes for children.   The law also requires DEL to develop a rule 
review plan, which is represented in the table below.  The table also describes rule making currently underway as a result of recent reviews.  Estimated timeframes for rules 
scheduled for review or action in this plan may be affected by directives in new legislation, changes in federal requirements, or unforeseen circumstances. 
 
“WSR” numbers used in this table are the official filing numbers assigned by the Code Reviser for rule making notices filed by DEL.  For more information about 
Department of Early Learning rule making, please contact Andy Fernando, DEL Rules Coordinator, at 360-725-4397, or by email at andres.fernando@del.wa.gov.  
 
Subject  
Matter 

WAC Chapter  Description    
  

Rules Review 
Schedule 

Pre-Proposal 
Notice  
(CR-101) 

Proposed Rule 
(CR-102 or CR-
105 Expedited) 
and Public 
Hearing 

Permanent  
Rule  
(CR-103) 

Child Care 
Centers 

Chapter  
170-295 WAC 

Review and revise as appropriate the Child 
Care Centers WAC chapter with the 
collaboration of parents, care providers, other 
stakeholders and agencies, and DEL staff.  
 
Contact:  Lisa LaRue, (360) 725-4387 
 

Complete 
chapter review 
estimated by 
December 2009. 

To be 
determined in 
the review 

To be 
determined in 
the review 

To be 
determined in 
the review 

Family Home 
Child Care 

Chapter  
170-296 WAC 

Revising the Family Home Child Care rule 
chapter using a Negotiated Rule Making 
Team (NRMT) comprised of parent 
advocates, child care providers, the Service 
Employees International Union, and DEL 
staff. 
 
Contact:  Andy Fernando, (360) 725-4397 
 

The NRMT 
completed a 
review in 2007 
and decided to 
revise all 
licensing and 
program rules. 

Filed 12/01/06 
As WSR 
06-24-051 

Proposal and 
public hearings 
estimated in 
early 2009 

Rule adoption 
estimated in mid 
2009 

School-Age 
Child Care 

Chapter  
170-151 WAC 

Review and revise as appropriate the School 
Age Child Care WAC chapter in collaboration 
with parents, care providers, other 
stakeholders and agencies, and DEL staff. 
 
Contact:  Lisa LaRue, (360) 725-4387 

Complete 
chapter review 
estimated by 
December 2009. 

To be 
determined in 
the review 

To be 
determined in 
the review 

To be 
determined in 
the review 



Subject  
Matter 

WAC Chapter  Description    
  

Rules Review 
Schedule 

Pre-Proposal 
Notice  
(CR-101) 

Proposed Rule 
(CR-102 or CR-
105 Expedited) 
and Public 
Hearing 

Permanent  
Rule  
(CR-103) 

School-Age 
Child Care, Child 
Care Centers, 
and Family 
Home Child Care 

Chapters  
170-151,  
170-295, and 
170-296 
WAC 

Revising the School Age Child Care, Child 
Care Center, and Family Home Child Care 
rules to correct obsolete references to the 
Dept. of Social and Health Services, DSHS-
related laws and rules, and other corrections 
to clarify child care requirements. 
 

Contact:  Andy Fernando, (360) 725-4397  
 

Partial review 
complete – 
immediate 
updates are 
needed to 
implement 
chapter 265, 
Laws of 2006. 

CR-101 not 
required per for 
corrections or 
clarifications that 
do not change 
the effect of the 
rules.  RCW 
34.05.310(4). 

Proposal to be 
filed by February 
2008; Public 
hearing in March 
2008 

Adoption 
estimated in 
March 2008 

Seasonal Child 
Care 

Chapter 170-292 
WAC 

Updating internal references in this chapter to 
be consistent with other DEL rules.  Clarifying 
other existing sections for consistent 
application of the rules.  
 
Contact:  Jenny Lemstrom, (360) 725-4673 

Stakeholder 
review to be 
completed in 
February 2008 

Filed 02/16/07 
As WSR 
07-05-048 
 

Formal proposal 
estimated in 
March 2008; 
Public Hearings 
in April or May 

Adoption 
estimated in 
June 2008 

Working 
Connections 
Child Care 

Currently in 
DSHS chapter  
388-290 WAC 

Re-codifying (transferring) child care subsidy 
rules currently in DSHS title 388 WAC into 
DEL title 170 WAC.  Some clarifying changes 
may be made. 
 
Contact:  Jacob White, (360) 725-4389 
 

Moving rules 
from DSHS to 
DEL to facilitate 
a more thorough 
rule review.  

Filed 11/02/07 
As WSR 
07-22-065 
 

Formal proposal 
estimated by 
April 2008 

Adoption 
estimated by 
July 2008 

Background 
Checks 

New Chapter  
170-06 WAC 

Adopting a new WAC chapter clarifying 
existing background check requirements for 
all child care staff, volunteers, and others who 
may have unsupervised access to children in 
licensed and subsidized child care.    
 
Contact: Marge Johnson, (360) 725-4683 
 

Stakeholder 
review of new 
rule chapter to 
be completed in 
February 2008. 
 
Review in 2010. 

Filed 10/24/06  
As WSR 
06-22-020 
 

Formal proposal 
estimated in 
March 2008; 
public hearing(s) 
in April 2008 

Adoption 
estimated by 
May 2008 

Hearings Rules New Chapter  
170-03 WAC 

Adopting a new hearing rule chapter 
describing the process to appeal adverse 
decisions by DEL affecting a child care 
license or program, or overpayments of child 
care subsidies. 
 
Contact: Laura Dallison, (360) 725-4678 
 

Formal com-
ment period 
completed.   
Proceeding to 
rule adoption. 
 
Review in 2010. 

Filed 10/24/06  
As WSR 
06-22-020 
 

Filed 12/5/07  
as WSR 
07-24-091; 
Public hearing 
Jan. 8, 2008 

Adoption 
estimated in 
March 2008 
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